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irhe earth, on the other hand, is a
B of monopoly in all countries where
. Mgss has been made in civiliza-
¥ ¥ gut, unlike its produects, it is not
S deteriorated by use: on the con-
VL skilfully cultivated, its value is
B eed. In respect to the produets, too,
s a difference; some are destroyed,
o other words, reduced to their ele-
| s, by use, as provisions. Others, as
jous stones, are not necessarily
sgoyed by time oOF use. The metals,
parily, pass through various forms, in
variety of manflfactures, before they are
¢od and lost In rust; and some prod-
ots, being destroyed in one form, are
werted 1mto materials for use in an-
tor. The remnants of linen and cotton
rios for instance, supply materials for
per; and so the wood and iron of a
hip, on ceasing to be useful, in their com-
mation, for the purposes of navigation,
il supply, the one, fuel, the other, mate-
s for the founderies of iron. The great-
b the advancement of the arts, the more
gtepsively will the remnants of consump-
lion of one kind supply the materials for
lhe production of articles of another form.
The arts will even convert the destruction
of war into the materials for new produc-
fon. The bones left on the field of Wa-
oo have been carefully collected, an
mnsported to England, to manure the
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quently overlooked, , namely [}:::to ?ie-
means of prosperity—the national wea[;}el
—COnsists more in the capacity for pro-
duction than in actual possessions 9 As
f{lr as the capital, or nominal weallﬁ con-
sists in the implements of productiox’l, and
the accommodations for the shelter of the
}Ilhglbltants, they are both a part of the
individual wealth and national resources.
But a vast proportion of the productive
faculties of a people do not exist in the
form of property, and are not marketable
articles. Of this desecription are the arts,
and those characteristics of a community,
which enable the people to maintain good
laws, and perpetuate their political institu-
tions. All the consumption, directed to
the promotion of these, is, in the strictest
sense, economical, and all the saving of
stock, which might be devoted to these ob-
jects, by a consumption for that purpose, 18
a wasteful and short-sighted economy.
The great business of society, in an eco-
nomical view, is production ;md consump-
tion; and a great production without &
corresponding consumption of products
cannot for a long time be continued. The
notions about the destructive tendency of
Juxury are, therefore, preposterous, 31;5 ;,{‘
eneral proposition, for it proposes 2(3‘1
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materials, and make all the improvements,
of a permanent nature, of which the coun-
try is susceptible, such as canals, roads,
bridges, &c.,—which are, indeed, all of
them, only different modes of present con-
sumption of the fruits of labor of various
kinds to reproduce others,—it is much
better, as a general rule, that the remain-
der of the products of industry should be
expended in luxuries, than that they should
not be produced at all. In regard to lux-
uries—including in this term all the ex-
penditures made for the gratification of
appetite, taste or vanity—the dispositions
of men, in general, will sufficiently incline
them to these. There is no necessity of
inculeating the utility of such expenditures
as encouragements to industry. Against
the importunity of the appetites and de-
sires of men, and against improvidence
and thoughtlessness of the future, doctor
Franklin's lessons of economy are of great
utility. But, looking at the whole mass of
society as a great engine of production
and consumption, we should inculcate a
different set of maxims, based on more
comprehensive principles. The exam-
El: of doctor Franklin himself would
a practical lesson, in this respect; for

fl_? mn:;t i::hbeml of his liime, or labor,
; » I promoting those expendi-

tures which had the adgvancement of so-

Clety for their object. These are often

of a people. We are, however, to avoid
the error of supposing, that all the causes
which go to swell the aggregate of produc-
tion and consumption, are beneficial in their
operation. If, for example, all the rents
of the lands, as under the feudal system,
are assigned to a few, who, by a luxurious
and expensive style of living, consume the
greater part of the produce of the labor
of the dther members of the community,
leaving them no more than barely enough
to sustain life, and defend them against
the elements, though such a community
may present a gorgeous exhibition of in-
dividual wealth, yet the condition of a
great part of its members is little better
than that of savages. This was the ten-
dency of society under the feudal system,
and all the ecclesiastical systems founded
under the auspices of the church of Rome.
In such communities, every tax, and every
superfluous product, passes into a vortex
remote from the interests, comforts and
wants of the mass of the population. The
consumption ought to be so distributed, a8
to give every one some just share, in pro-
portion to his labor and services. A pre
cisely equal and just apportionment

fruits of labor, and the profits of the use
of the earth, cannot be made in any eoun-

try; for the rights of property must be

guarded, or industry will dwindle away-
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" CoNSUMPTION, in medicine. (See Jtro-

. seton (contagio; from contango,
meet or touch each other). This word
gperly imports the application of any

nous matter to the body through the
dum of touch. It is applied to the
wn of those very subtile particles
gsng from putrid substances, or from
wrsons laboring under certain diseases,
hich commumnieate the diseases to oth-
ms; as the contagion of putrid fever, the
efluvia of dead animal or vegetable sub-
s, the miasmata of bogs and fens, the
s of small-pox, lues venerea, &ec., &e.
The principal diseases excited by poison-
W8 migsmate are, intermittent, remittent
wd yellow fevers, dysentery and typhus.
The last is generated in the human body
elf, and is sometimes called the (t)yfhmd
Some miasmata areé Pr uced
moist vegetable matter, in some un-

| state  of decomposition. The
tmtagious virus of the plague, small-
cynmu:lw ma-

Bna, and scarlet fever, as well as of ty-
Pus and the jail fever, operates ©0 9
ueh more Timited distance through the
Medium of the atmosphere than the
‘Marsh miggmata. Contact of a
mon s said “t)' be necessa(.lry ]fo:oach
Mmunication o e; and a
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m,al::;ted with sulphur, phom

azote, in unknov ;
prec y VI proportions
unknown states of combinatiog.o The

Monl;euu?hzers or destroyers of these
—— ag?dmonn are, nitric acid vapor,
g o gas and chlorine. The two
g sy most efficacious, but require
P v l;le Situations from which the
pa—— removed at the tune of th
pplication. ~ Nitrie aeid vapor may, h ;
ever, be diffused in the apanmet;xag ,of(m-
much inconvenience, Bedei

SiICk} without
clothes ]
the cbo;:tgggllféj {;i_;;{esk:h;;:k :.t: ’ag:-f“, vetain
for almost any length of time. e}{s:,tgé
they ought to be fumigated with peculiar
care. The vapor of ﬁrning sulphur or
sulphurous acn_il is used in the East against
the plague. It is much inferior in power to
the other antiloimic reagents. There does
not appear to be any distinetion commonly
made between contagious and infectious
diseases. The infection communicated by
diseased persons is usually so communicat-
ed by the product of the disease itself'; for
instance, by the matter of the small-pox ;
and therefore many of these diseases are
infectious only when they have already
produced such matter, but not in their
earlier periods. In many of them, con-
tact with the diseased person is necessary
for infection, as is the case with the itch,
syphilis, canine madness; in other con-
tagious diseases, even the air may convey
the infection, as in the scarlet fever, the
measles, the contagious typhus, &c. In
this consists the whole difference between
the fixed and volatile contagions. A real
infection requires always a certain suscep-
tibility of the healthy individual ; and many
infectious maladies destroy, forever, this
susceptibility of the same contagion in the
individual, and, accordingly, attack a per-
son only once, as the small-pox, measles,
&e. Other contagious diseases do mot
roduce this effect, and may, therefore, re-
eatedly attack the same person, a2 typhus,
itch, syphilis, and others. Sometimes one
contagious disease destroys the suscepti-
bility for another,
gmall-pox. In general, th
body which are covered wit

cate skin, are most susceptible of conta-
so are wounded parts,

jon ; and still more 0O & C
gepri,ved of the epidermis: Against those
contagious diseases which are infectious

h the medium of the air, precau-

gg:: gmay ebe taken by keepmﬁl at the
test possible distance from the sick,
cleanliness and fearlessness; but most

‘ tely by the vigilance of the health-
completeyy glmigations according to the




