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from copper ore. 5. White vitriol, from lead ore. |
6. Mify, of the nature and colour of brimf{tone. 7. Brim-

ftone, from a peculiar fort of ore, from whence drop

the Aores fulphuris, which ufually coagulate like ici-

cles.

BRUNT-ISLAND, a duty of two pennies Scots upon
ale there. 6 Geo. L. ¢, 28. 20 Geo. 1. c. 20.

BRUSH-MAKFKER. This bufinefs requires no great de-
gree of {trength, nor any cxt*raf:-rqmz_iry ir_lgenuity to be-
come fully mafter of it; and itis intitely independent on
cducation, which if it be ever fo liberal, cannot enable
onc to improve the art. The brz{/}.w:mm{*er m_akes hair-
brooms, and brufhes of all forts.  The principal part of
his smaterials arc hogs-briftles, which he nicks, combs,
and cuts into lengths fit for the various kinds of brufhes.
T'he wooden part of the brufh or broom he forms with an
inftrument much of the naturc of that ufed by the laft-
maker. From five to ten pounds is given with an appren-
tice, and the journcyman carns from twelve to fifteen
fhillin:s a week.,  "I'heir hours of working are from fix to
nine. A brufb-maker may cmroy in trade from fifty to
two hundred pounds,

BRUTE WEIGHT, i, when merchandize are weighed
with the cafesor packac-, and pay the dutics of import or
export on the brute « . gut, which is thus diftinguithed from
act weighty wheool | a deduction is made for the weight of
the package, i:cight, and ather confiderable expences.
Several commoditics pay the duties by brute weight, and
others by »ef weight.

BRYONIA ALBA, in botany, whiie bryeny.

The white bryony root 1s one of the large{t roots we are
acquainted with. It is of an oblong thape, and is fre-
quently the thicknefs of a man’s arm, fometimes of twice
or three times that bignels.

'T'he exprefled juice of the root is of a bitter, acrid, and
naufeous tafte, and gives fome tokens of its containing an
acid. It is an attenuant and reflolvent; it powerfully
diftolves vifcid humours, and cairics them off Ly {tool,
and fometimes by vomit; but it is a rough medicine, and
muft be given with great caution ; when dried, 1t becomes
much more gent\e In 1ts operation, purging only down-
ward. It is given with fuccels in droplies, afthmas, hy-
fteric complaints, and cven in palfies and epilepfies; it is
much morc powerful in all thefe intentions, when frefh;
but it Thould be correlted with an addition of cream of
tartar, vincgar, or fome of the aromatics.

BUBBLES, by which the public have been tricked and
deceived, are of two kinds, viz. 1. T hofe which we may
properly enough term trading-bubbles.  And, 2. Stock, or
fund-bubbles.  "The former have been of various kinds, and
the latter at different times; as in France and England
in ¥71g and 1720, and when any remarkable alterations
have been made, with recard to the property of our mo-
nicd corporations.

In order to give the more fpacious colouring to trading-
bubbles, they have been gencrally undertaken by fuch
crafty and deiigning fellows, who have had art enough to
magnify the imaginary gain of their projects, with a view
10 obtain larec fubfcriptions before-hand, that a few of the
cunning ones may fuddenly grow immenfely rich, at the
expence, and by the unwarinefs of numbers, who mean
only to make a reafonable advantage of their money, ra-
ther than let it lie dead.

As numbers have been egrepioufly duped and impofed
on, and many families ruined and undone by trading
fchemes, that have no foundation but in deceit and villainy,
it may be ufeful, cfpecially to the growing and unexpe-
rienced - gencration, to throw fome cautions in their way,
with refpect to public impofitions of this kind.

Many of thefe nefarious defigns have been carried on by
companies, fuch as the York-buildings, charitable corpo-
ration, and too many others, Wae fhall make a few ob-
fervations, firft upon trading bubbles, to prevent the pub-
lic betng impofed on hereafter. Let the nature and
extent of the commerce propofed be maturely weighed, as
whether it will admit of the capital ftock required, and
whether lefs would not anfwer the purpofe, and yet yield
the adventurers only a reafonable gain ;5 whether the branch
of trade is not already over-done, either among ourfelves,
or by other nations; whether the public encouragement

obtained is adequate to the bufinefs propofed ; and whether
2
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it fo interferes with other branches which have neconnz g

therewith, that its conftitution can te but of fhort dyps.
tion 3 whether there are not fome latent finitler view. i
the acting junto, either to make a job of their fcheme
or by drawing 1n numbers 1nto their fubfcription at :1:1;
rate, with defign, at the critical time, when they have ¢
fectualiy blinded their encouragers, to difpofc of their fhar,
at an extravagant reat advantage, and leave the imuginary
fairy-treafure in the hands of the dupes; whetker the ;.
nagement of the bufinefs lies in the hands of men of djr.
cernment as well as worth 2nd honour ; or whether the
leading cabal may not confilt only of a few rotten conductars,
who glofs over their proceedings with equipagc and Nie
geantry, and make ufe of a borrowed property ot athers,
in order to raife a real one to themfelves y whether many
wife, upright, and opulent gentlemen may nnt be made
tools of to raife the credit of a chimera, and become the
bubble of bubbles, as well as the mnocent widow and the
orphan, and numberlefs others, who have but {imall tfortune,
whereon to fubfilt ; whether {fuch arts may not be made
ufe of in the public news-papers, as even to deceive the
moft circumipeét as well as the credulous; whether ag-
thentic accounts of the profits and lofles of any public en-
terprizes fhould not be made public, from time to-time, (o
the fatisfaétion of the proprictors, and not kept fecretonly,
in the bands of a few defigning managers; whether the
choice of direCtors ought not te be fo determined by pn.
vate ballot, as that it may not be known for whon ti
cle€tors vote; and be made annually, and by liits of th:
proprictors, not by lifts formed by the managers them-
(elves, {o as that the change of hands may go onlyina
rounid of thofe who arc in the {ecrets to - .

Thefe, it is humbly prefumed, are fome of thofe pru-
dential precautions that are requifite to be talien by the pub-
lic, when great fums of money are to be raifed to proie
cute any public {chemes whatever, and what evary hanatt
man will readily acquiefce in.  There e, anded; oo
particular, which we had forpot to intimate; thouzh we
judge it not lefs eflentially necefliary than any thae ho
been fugeefted.  'We mean, the nccefiity of proprictony in
aeneral making themfelves thoroughly acquaineed, frm
time to time, with the true {late of the attuirs of com-
panies ; and that men of the beft fenfe among them,
who never intend to aét in the management, thouldprot
conftantly attend the public bulinefs, and fcrutinize it
all trunfué&tions, To which end we would moft bumiv
[ubmit to confideration, that gentlemen of the beit edu-
tion, and of the moft knowledge of the world, {hou:!
maxke themfelves compleat accomptants; otherwife, how
1s it pofiible, that they fhould be capable of examims:
into the {tate of the accounts of public exportations? 1o
we may not be mifunderftood, we would defire to oblcive,
for the fake of the private gentleman, as well as others,
how far we judge this kind of knowledoe neceflury. A
knowledge and readinefs in numerical computation 15 n
the only qualification; for, befides tha:, the thoroug
fkill in the method of account-keeping, called debtor ant
creditor, by the way of charge and difcharge, is indifpen-
libly requifite ; this being applicable to the tranfaltions v
public companies, as well as to the affairs of private gen-
tlemen, merchants, and other traders. The method ¢
account-keeping by public companies, as well as the pub-
lic offices, differs, indeed, from that ufed by merchants;
but, though there is a difference in the form, there is nonem
the ellence; a perfon whois grounded in the one, will ap-
ply it to the other eafily, and be enabled to dete&t all fal-
lacies, however fubtilly difguifed.

‘T'he number of the books, in the office of the accompi-
ants, will multiply, according to the nature of the com-
panics tranfadtions 3 but, let them be cver i numeroils
they are all of them reducible to a plain ledger, which,
being always pofted up, will exhibit the true flat
of the affairs of the greateft corporations, as familiarly
as that of private men. And, why fhould not the
ledger, and, indeced, all the other accounts of bodic:
corporate, be fairly laid before their general courts
Nay, why fhould not every proprietor, who is intereftcd
to a certain degree, have the liberty of infpedling the booKs
at certain ftated times, if not at all times? By this means,
the man of penctration would be able to difcern how the
public bufinefs went on, and would be capable of prep3ar-
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ing himfelf to fpeak to the intereft of focieties at their ge-
neral courts; and who <an do that to good _purpofe,
without a competent knowledge 1in the companies nego-
ciations ! We muft confefs, that we have not dlfcernrn_ent
enough to difcover, why the books and accaunts‘of trafhng
{ocieties, any morc than thofe of the public ofhces,
where the ftate of the national revenue 1s regﬁert}*d, ﬂlo_uld
be kept private, when the intercft of the public requires
otherwife ?

Where the tranfa@ions of great bodics are kept as they
ought to be, by variety of chief ofhcers, and their un-
derling clerks, the various officers and clerks arc fuch
checks upon each other, that it is extremely difficule,
though not impoffible, as 1> known from experience, for
frauds to be committed by thefe officers.  Thele, hax&*evcra
have but proved trifing in comparifon to thofe which have
been committed by the mal-adminiftration of the head-
officers ; by thofe who have had the chief, and, as 1t were,
the fole and uncontroulable diretion and government of
great bodies. Wherefore, the great lines of condudt are
what the proprietors fhould vigilantly attend to. _

To enable the proptictors in gencral to make a right
judgment of the flate of their ahairs, why fhould not
their accounts be annually made public, that adventurers
may be convinced, what dividend may, and what not
afforded, confiftent with the real profperity of the corpo-
ration ! Would not this be one way to prevent the public
being made a dubble of

The other fpecies of dubbliny arifes from the nature of
our national duties; for, if between eizhty and ninety
wmillions of money are fo tied up, as to remain untrans-
ferable, uvnnegociable, and not to change hands, who could
ever be induced to lend the government money jupon the
moft preffing emergency, cven in confideration of the
largelt intereft ?

“Though parliamentary fecurity gives the real value to
the national debt, or the public {unds, they would be hike
the mifer’s trealure, ufelels to the pollaffor, or lilze the un-
difcovered riches of the carth, did not circulation und credit
fet 2 markcet price upon them. As the beft things may, fo
has the liberty of circulating our funds been greatly
abufed ; nor can any thing, 1 am afraid, cver eftectually
prevent thefe ceneral abufes, while our national incum-
brances continue, without doing a greater public injury,
than can be fuftained by the prefent mcthoas of circu-
lation of the funds.

But, although a public milchicf is not to be ablolutcly
prevented, a private one, in a great meafure, may, by o
proper knowledge, and a competent judgment, to make a
[cafonable ufe of that knowledge.

But this can only be obtained by thofe, who duly 2ttend
to the tranfactions of the great corporations, and, from
time to time, make proper memento’s of the {tate of their
affairs. T he bulk of the public creditors are widows and
orphans, and other ladies and gentlemen who cannot be
{uppofed to have any knowledge in public bufinefs. Who
then may we rely upon to watch over the condudt of great
companies ¢ To put the fole confidence in direftors, no
one will contend for, who is at all acquainted with what is
paft. Who then 1s fo fit to take care of public property,
as the public proprietors themfelves ? Such among thefe
who are of the belt abilities without doors, fhould attend
to the condutlt of thofe within; fhould call for accounts
and vouchers at their general courts, and go to the root
of their affairs, before fchemes can be formed and executed
to the public detriment. This vigilant infpe&tion, this
conflant fcrutiny of the moft judicious proprietors, who
have no thare in the direltion of public companies, is cer-
tainly the way to prevent thofe calamities, which have
been f{o often expericnced. T hat gentlemen may not be
deterred from duly entering into enquiries of this kind, we
thall, in its place, endeavour, to the beft of our abilities,
fo {ct the nature, the conftitution, and the tranfaétions
of thefe corporations in a true light, in order to prevent
the creditors of the public, as well as the proprietors of
trading bodies, from being impofed upon hereafter.

l:"'l!“hr.:rcz [s qnnther kind of im_pufiticn, to which too many

of the proprietors of our public funds are daily liable, not

f“-}m any malverfation in thofe, whom they have intrufted

with the management of their affairs, but from their own

voluntary a&t. 1 mcan, their Jobbing in the funds, for the
33
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faké of more gain than their intereft or dividends.
Would the proprietors pleafe to confider, how few,
how very few, in comparifon to their great number, there
are, who have, or can have, a competent intelligence and
{agacity to trade in the ftocks to advantage, they would
not fo eafily be made tools of upon thofe occafions as they
are. T'hofe who make ftock-dealing their employment,
and lie in wait to take advantacc of the innocent, the
unwary, and ignorant, make it their bufinefs to get fuch
tneelligence, as will anfwer their end, either by buying or
(clling ftocks: and, if fuch can obtain no real intelligence,
to occafion a fluctuation in the ftocks, they make no great
difficulty to 1nvent fuch as will anfwer their purpofe. '@
which end, it is common to propagate one thing in the
city, and wbifper another at St. James’s, and write difte-
rent from cither both at home and abroad. Have we not
known atcritical conjun&ures, that letters have been forged
as coming from foreign correfpondents, with intelligence
only to raife or fall ftocks, according to the intention of
the forgers ? Thefe arc fome of the artifices of money-
jobbere 3 who knowing there is not one in a thoufand
among the public creditors; that are able to {ce through
their finefles, or indeed have either opportunity or dif-

cernment to penectratc them, make a prey of the lefs

knowing, by alarming their fears, or feeding their hopes.
W hereas, were the public creditors more {teady, and lefs
intimidated for fear of lofs, or elated with a view of gain,
by the rife or fall of ftocks, they could never be made fuch
bubbles of, as they almoft daily are: and it is great weak-
nels fc  thofe, who have no opportunity of intclligence
which may be relied on, to be fteck-dabblers, or adtuated
to buy or fcll by the nod, the wink, or any other infinuation
of a broker, for the fake of his commiilion.

"T'hefe, we feur, are not the only evils neceffarily atten-
dant upon our national incumbrances ; for, while men’s
minds are cngaged in fhuffling of property from hand to
hand among ourfelves only, which makes us never the
richer, with ail the buflle of thefe tranfadtions, they neg-
iell felid and uleful commerce, which alone can make the
nation really richer. However wealthy the greateft of
thele fund-jobbers may be, and however much he may
plume himfelf upon his treafure, it is the diredt way to
render all his momed property of little worth; for, the
more {tock-jobbing prevails by latent artifices, and the
longer the public tranquility fhall continue, the higher will
the premiums rife: and will not this ? or has it notever given
occafion to the redultion of their intereft 3 and 1s there no
danger that they may be aétuated to job with their {tocks,
till they themfelves beccome the inftruments of fo re-
ducing their intereft, that their principal will be worth
nothing? Perhaps they may flatter themfelves with the
trite notion, that, the lower their intereft is, the higher
will the price of their lands be: but, when money {hall
fctch little or no intereft, what land will they be able to
purchafe with it ?

"This may deferve the ferious conflideration of the na-
tional creditors. But ftock-jobbing, or fock-bubbling, if
you pleafe, feems, at prefent, to be brought to a kind of
(cience. The gamefters meet in Exchange-alley, and,
jult as if they wereat box and dice, South-Sea, or this or
the other {tock is the main, which brings in all the bites to
(et high ; and, when the cullies that are not in the fecret,
throw at all, they commonly throw out and lofe the box,
which the bites take, and the {ctters go round, laying
moft extravagant odds, upon tue {uccefs ; but they cog the
dice, and nick the main, and fo {fweep away all the cafh,
Daoes this kind of traffic enrich the nation? Wil {uch arts
tend ever to realize the property of the public creditors? We
with they would confider their own intereft better, as well
as that of the king; for thefe, and other fuch like mea-
{ures, we are perfuaded, will focen tend to annihilate all their

pmperty.

For what’s the worth of any thing ?
But juft as much as it will bring,

It is for the intereft of the public creditors, that they
{hould be faithfully apprized of their prefent {ituation ; and
what 1s likely to be the fate of their pofterity, fo far as it
refpects thelr monied properties.  "T'his we thall endeavour
to do with all impartiality, and hope to convince them,
that nothing can give folid treafure to the nation, aud ren-
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der tlieir properties permanently fecure to their poﬁcrityﬁ‘ BUCKRAM-MAKER. There are but few of thef
but their encouragement of commerce, and contempt of | and they are moftly abour London. The cloth of wh‘:g}:
{tock-jobbing ; that nothing can more effctuallly prevent | buckram is made for the moft part, comes from Scotland -
their progeny being made the tools and bubbles of defligning { it is coarfe, thin, made on purpofe for this ufe, and g
men, and make them independent, than to train up, ef- | {tificned by being {everal times wetted with a glutinom

pecially the younger branches of their families, to com-| matter, and afterwards prefled or calendered, to make it

metce, and not to defpife that whereby their anceftors| fmooth. This bufinels requires more ftrength than inge.
o

acquired both their landed and monied eftates, Sez ACTION
of a company.

BUCCANEERS, or adventurers, as the French call
them, a fort of rovers at fea, who cruize about in priva-
teers to take all the veflels and fmall craft they can meet
with.

In tlte twelfch century there were a great many of thele
picaroons in America, who took confiderable prizes from
the Spaniards, and behaved with great refolution, as Peter
le Grand, captain Rock, John Davis, Mon:bars, and
Morean. Thefe fort of pirates were commonly French and
Englith, who had no certain pay, making that place their
country, where they could plunder beft; they made no

fcruple of taking what came in their way, and were ast

prodigal in fpending, as they were unjuft in getting. “I'hey
were fometimes rich, and fometimes poor; lometimes
mafters, and fometimes {laves.

BUCENTAUR, a galeafs, or great galley of the doge
of Venice, adorned with fine pillars on both fides, and
eilt over from the prow to the {tern: the doge’s feat 1s
upon the uppermoft deck, where the ftandard of the re-
public is difplayed, with the prince’s arms on the fide :
juftice is reprefented 1n gold upon the prow, holding a
naked fword in her right band, and a pair of fcales in
her lefi.  This veflel is covered over head with a kind of
tent made of purple filk. It is in this galeals that the
doge receives the great lords and perfons of quality that go
to Venice, accompanied with the ambafladors and coun-
fellors of ftute, all the fenators being feated upon benches
by him. This fame vcflel ferves alfo every year in the
magnificent ceremony of Afcenfion-day, in which the duke
of Venice throws a ring into the fea to efpoufe it, and to
denote his dominion over the Gulf of Venice,

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE affords but little for forcign
markets, as its fole manufacture is of bone-lace at Olney,
and Newport-Pagnel ; and its producls conhined to corn,
cattle, and-wool,; cxcept fome lump-butter {ent up frefh
from hence, and from Oxford{hire, NNorthamptonfhire,
Bedfordthire, Hertfordfhire, and Eflex, and in pots from
Derbyfhire to London, in fuch quantitics, as to import, in
the whole, atlealt onc hundred thoufand hrkins per aunum,
which are confumed within the bills of mortality.

BUCKLE-MAKER. The making of common fhoe
and knee-buckies is an eafy bufinefs, fit for a lad of {lender
make, whofe friends have little money to {pare, as the
maiters feldom take above five or ten pounds with an ap-
prentice, who muft work from {ix in the morning till nine;
but when out of his apprenticefthip may earn fiftcen or
twenty fhillings a week ; and with a lbittle money may
buy tools, commence mafter, and work for the fhops.
“This bufincfs, however, requires fome fancy to invent
new falhions.

BUCKLE-CHAFE-MAKER. The making of buckle-
chafes and tongues is a {eparate buflinefls by itfelf, and may
be learnt without much {lrength or abilities.  The mafters
take from five to ten pounds with an apprentice; who,
when out of his time, may with a fmall fum fet up for
himfelf.

BUCKRAM, a fort of coarle cloth, made of hemp,
cummed, calendered, and dyed ‘z reral colours, It is put
into thofe places of the lming of a garment, which one
would have ftiff, and to keep their form. It is alfo ufed
in the bodies of women’s gowns; and it often ferves to
make wrappers, to cover, or wrap up cloths, ferges, and
fuch o'her merchandizes, in order to preferve them, and
keep them from the duft, and their colours from fading.

Buckrams are fold wholefale by the dozen of {mall

picces, or remnants, each about four clls long, and broad

according to the pieces from which they were cut. Some- |

. times they ufe new pieces of linen cloth to make buckrams
of ; but. moft commonly old fheets, and old pieces of
{ails,

Imported, to what duties liable. 4 727/ and Mar, ¢.s.
fo2. 12 Ann. flat. 2, ¢ 1.
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nuity. “ihe maftcrs take five or ten pounds with an ap.
prentice 3 and give their journeymen ten thillings a weck
who work from fix to eight. It requires two hundrca
pounds and upwards to fet up mafter.

BUDZIACK-TARTARY, fituated on the riverg
Neifter, Bog, and Nieper, having Poland and Rufliz op
the north, Little-Tartary on the ealt, the Black-Sea on
the South, and Beflarabia on the weift, is fubje&t to the
Turks. The chief town is Oczakow, and their chies
traffic is that of making daily excurfions into the neish-
bouring plains, to fteal Chriflians, and fcll them for flaves
to the gallies.

BUENQS-AYRES, fituated ia the thirty-fifth degree
of fouth latitude, is built on the fouthern bank of the
oreat river of Plate in America, on the deaclivity of a
httic hill, at the mouth of a fmall river, falling into the
great one. It contains near four thoufand houfes, all earth,
except fifty brick; its inhabitants are rich, and owe their
riches to the great trade they drive, both at home and
abroad.

Its inland trade is with Paraguay, Chili, and Peru;
and the foreign one, firft, with Brazil, where the mer-
chants fend their fhips, although they will admit no Portu-
pueze into their ports. Secondly, with the Spaniards of
Europe, who load feveral regifter-fhips, to bring here all
fuch gootls as are fit for Porto-Bello, which fee. "Thirdly,
with the Englith when the Affiento trade fublifted ; and,
fourthly, here cowne feveral veflels from feveral parts of pa-
nifh America.

The chief commodities exported from Buenos Ayres, ar
hides (of which vaft quantities are fhipped here) cochineal in
fmall cakes, and Vigonian wool, both from Peru; Co-
quimbo copper, Paraguay herb, tobacco leaf, and mul-
covada fugar, cotton thread, yellow wax, and what oz
the cities of Paraguay and las Corrientes produce ; in truck
of which, the inhabitants of thefe two places take knive,
{ciflars, ribbons, taffcties, linens of Bretagne, flowerel
ditto of Rouen, filk ftockings, Englith coloured flaniels,
as no cafh ever comes from or goes to either of the fuid
cities.

BUFF, a fort of leather prepared from the fkin of the
buffalo, which drefled in oil after the manner of {hammy,
rmakes what we call buff-fkin. It is a confiderable article
in the French, Englith, and Dutch commerce at Conftan-
tinople, Smyrna, and along the coaft of Africa. The
{kins of elks, oxen, and other iike animals, when drefled
in oil, and prepared after the fame manner as that of the
buffalo, are likewifc called bz, and uled for the fame
purpofes.

Buff-hides, to what duties liable. 4 and 5 774/ and
Mar., ¢. 5. [.2. g Ann. ¢c. 11. [, 1. ,

BUFONITES, in natural hiftory, the toad-flonc.

This is a foflil that has been received not only among
the lift of native {ftones by the generality of authors, bus
even has held a place ameong the gems, and is ftill worn 14
rings by fome people.

1t is ufually of one uniform colour; but fome are found
mottled and varicgated, the yellowi{h ones with black,
and the brown with a pale greyifh colour. Some few ar®
found with a fpot in the center, furrounded with 2 number

r

| of concentric circles of various colours, Thefe are the

moft bcautiful of all. ‘
BULGARIA is divided into Great and Little, or Alalic

and European,

Bulgaria the Great, makes part of the Ruflian empire, and
1s bounded on the north by the kingdom of Cafan, on the
ealt by Bafhiria, on the fouth by the Samara, which di-
vides it from the kingdom of Aftracan, and omn the welt by
the Wolga,

"T'his territory is fo little known %o us, that we are {carcc
certain whether, or by whom it is inhabited ; whether tt
be populous, fertile, &c. or the contrary. Some citics
not inconfiderable indeed, we find towards the weftern

{ide, as Bulgar, the capital, advantageoully fituated on the
-‘,ﬂrﬂlgﬂﬂ



